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Smithereens Headline New Jersey Arts and Music Festival  

Famed Rock Band Is Acclaimed for Unique Sound  
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(Elmer, NJ May 1, 2008)  The 20th Annual Appel Farm Arts and Music Festival, presented by 

Comcast and scheduled for Saturday, June 7, 2008 (11:30am-8:00pm) in southern New Jersey, 

is proud to present the New Jersey-bred rock band The Smithereens  in a performance that 

brings the quartet back to its home state, much to the delight of loyal fans. The legendary group, 

hailing from Carteret and Scotch Plains, NJ, was formed in 1980 by childhood friends Jim 

Babjak, Dennis Diken, Mike Mesaros and Pat DiNizio and first found success playing in small 

clubs in Greenwich Village.  They began recording, and in 1986 their single Blood and Roses 

was selected for the soundtrack of the movie Dangerously Close. Several other movie 

soundtracks have featured their music including Encino Man, Romy and MichelleÕs High School 

Reunion and Boys DonÕt Cry.  In 1990, Smithereens 11 hit #41and placed them in gold album 

status, while the single A Girl Like You peaked at #38 on the Billboard charts. They have 

collaborated with many musicians, including Suzanne Vega, Belinda Carlisle, Graham Parker 

and The Kinks.  USA Today named the 2007 Christmas with the Smithereens as one of the top 

10 Christmas CDs of the year.  Anticipation will be high at the Festival as the performance will, 

no doubt, include songs from the band’s new album, "Live in Concert - Greatest Hits and More." 

Koch Records will release the new album, containing two new songs, on May 27th, 2008.  

In addition to The Smithereens , the Appel Farm Arts & Music Festival will feature Grammy 

Award-winners Marc Cohn  and They Might be Giants  heading a stellar lineup performing on 

two outdoor stages that includes acclaimed singer/songwriter Suzanne Vega , folk musician 

Lucy Kaplansk y, Celtic rock band Enter The Haggis, folk trio Red Molly  and the acoustic-cello 

rock group Alfred James Band .  Audiences will be mesmerized by emerging 

pianist/singer/songwriter Vienna Teng , energized by the young rocker Matt Duke , enchanted 

by violin-vocal phenomenon Christina Courtin  and inspired by the jazz-infused socially 

conscious songs of Nicole Reynolds .  
 

The Festival will feature a special ChildrenÕs Village  of storytelling, juggling, comedy and arts 

and crafts activities that will delight the younger set.  From 12noon-4pm, the Children’s Village 

will be open to children of all ages. Connoisseurs and collectors of American crafts will 



especially enjoy the juried crafts area,  where over 50 artists will exhibit and sell their creations. 

No Festival would be complete without the superb array of food vendors who satisfy 

concertgoer’s taste buds with ethnic and all-American specialties. Vegetarian and vegan items 

will be available.  
 

To help celebrate 20 years of bringing exceptional music and artists to southern New Jersey, 

Appel Farm will be offering free admission  on the day of the Festival to:  

¥ All concert-goers who are 20 years-old (valid photo ID required) 

¥ Patrons who are celebrating a 20th wedding anniversary on June 7 

  (Marriage license required)  

A special drawing will be held for those celebrating their 20th birthday or wedding anniversary on 

June 7 and prizes will be announced from the stage. 
 

Ticket prices:  

$35 (adult) $30 (students, seniors and members of the armed services) through May 30.  

$40 (adult) $35 (students, seniors and members of the armed services) May 31-June 6.  

$45 (adult) $40 (students, seniors and members of the armed services) June 7 

Children 12 and under are admitted free of charge.  
 

Tickets for the event can be purchased online at www.appelfarm.org or www.ComcastTix.com, 

or by calling ComcastTix at (800) 298-4200. Patrons with hearing or speech disabilities may call 

TRS (800) 852-7899 or dial 711, and the Festival is accessible to patrons with disabilities. 

Individuals requiring assistance should contact the venue at (856) 358-2472 by May 30th. 

 

Location:  

The Saturday, June 7, 2008 Arts and Music Festival will be held 11:30am-8:00pm at Appel 

Farm Arts and Music Center, located at 457 Shirley Road, Elmer, NJ- 40 minutes from 

Philadelphia and Wilmington, and 2½ hours from New York City.  For further information about 

the Festival visit www.appelfarm.org.  
 

This program is made possible in part by funds from the New Jersey State Council on the 

Arts/Department of State, a Partner Agency of the National Endowment for the Arts and by 

funds from the National Endowment for the Arts and is also supported in part through a grant 

from the New Jersey Commerce, Economic Growth and Tourism Commission. Presenting 

sponsor is Comcast.  Additional sponsors include Target Stores, Commerce Bank, Taylor 

Guitars, WXPN 88.5FM (Philadelphia) and WTMD 89.7FM (Maryland). 
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